


X ¥ - ’ A
: kv v : . o
S " . - ¢ - M
. o “Ar oy P/ ' bty el X2
& 4 " e 3P ’ -l "
,.L = .

> b ¢ "‘:"

VAlEE OF GONENTS #

-
.......................

A Ll PEER LED SHOWCASE..... ..
......................... ATTN. KH READERS......... ;
A GENUINE FRIEND..............00000eecassees

CHRISTMAS & REENTRY............co0000. 53

CONNECTING WITH COMMUNITY....... 55
. HOLIDAYS IN KEWANEE.......cc0c0cce0ues.. 57
. KEWANEE CDL........cccccce0000000000000000000s 60

 MERRY’GRINCHMAS........ccevveeevneesnns 65
5 | ECHRISTMAS CHARADES...........ccuu...... 68
----- Lo MI : 5 6 COARTOON........cccueeeeeeeensessnsssesasssnenees. 69
ITMAS ON U EHOROSCOPES. .......c.eoeeeveeeeesssesennsesnns 70
| & . STATEWIDE CALLOUT.........cccueeuuee... 73
€éé. . .32

6666666666 666é6ééun. 34

Ml 2 STI SSEeeée. 36

—————————— | TORY&&&é éane . 39

z \REEE6 666666666 ... 40

FOREVEREeeéeéeeé. .. 1
Outside contributors

JOYeéeeaead.




- TESTORATIVE JUSTCE

KEWANEE LSRC
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE .

S [J . | n 0
) d builc or ‘ Restorative Ju ',0., a pr [
primary stakeholders |n- determining how best to repair the harm done by an offense. The three
priméllry stakeholders in  Restorative Justice are: the victims, the offenders, and their communities
of care; their needs are respectively: obtaining reparation, taking responsibility, and achieving rec-

onciliation.

The team believes creating a better community here is Restorative . By indi-
rectly repairing damages and by giving back to our current community and with greater communi-
ties at large, we are engaging in  Restorative Practices

Merriam -We bst er 6s Col | egi ate Dictionary Eleventh Edition



Kewanee Horizons
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K because o e have been given. We rebuild, by restoring .«;-.

lore our offenses. We uplift, by a conscious and consistent effort to better ourselves as WeIIJ.

pe as those around us.

Kewanee Horizons will work to highlight the achievements of our community both on campus
and off, inside facilities and outside. Whether individually or collectively and no matter the uni-
form we wear. Wedre going to |l ook into the dail
other facilities on a regular basis. We are hoping to open the eyes to the limitless potential
there is in our population, to advocate for more participation in programming, and to give
recognition to those who succeed. We want to remain as interactive as possible so Kewanee Ho-
rizons will be picking your brains for ideas and accepting submissions to make this as interac-
tive as possible. This publication is put together for the purpose of uplifting mind, body and
spirit
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KEWANEE HORIZONS NOW HAS ITS VERY OWN EMAIL ADDRESS!

kewaneehorlzons@llllnms gov

TELL YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO SCREENSHOT THIS PAGE
AND SHARE IT TO THEIR SOCIAL MEDIA WITH THE HASHTAG

#E@EWANEEHGRU'ZOM
Sy DoM

AND DONOT FORGET TO CHECK US OUT ON
IDOC HOME PAGE CLI CK OABOUTGE@GLI CK 0NEWS
THEN SELECT oOKEWANEE HORIZONS NEWSLETTER 0




‘By:' Jon Mettler @ Graham C.C.

What do the holidays mean to you?
| know what they used to mean to me
Family and friends sitting around the dining room table
Eating turkey, ham, dressing, homemade pies and cakes, -
o, e o
Singing songs around the piano or by the fireplace v
Playlng cards g@ard game?lnto the late hours of tge night
tbﬁjsa of cookies
e next several months
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By Earl Milton Jr @ Centralia C.C.

Life is good, because the polar opposite is death. As we look through our own lives and see all
of the pain, suffering, and struggles of the entire human race, we see if our perceptions are refined
an ocean of tears. In life there are good times, yet there are also bad times, sad times, and even
make you so mad times. Life seems to be this process of growing, learning, and developing our life
force into what it heeds to be in order for us to be all that we were created to become. Sometimes
life hurts so bad ‘thét death seems better. Sometimes life is so good that we lose ourselves in the
bliss of the mci‘m’ézfrit “"As we come appreciate this rite of passage and understand that many times
we are motivated k by harshness to keep us moving, to keep us improving, to cause us to have to -

l"\-
-—

dig deeper than ever before So, we must learn to appreciate this paradox as this such as keeps ;

e |

the worlbl movrng forward There were tears shed before you and there will be tears shed after you s )
You_rEérs that show outwardly or the tears hidden within are a unrque currency mixed with your " N ¢
genetrc codeﬁfs’tears are caJIrng for somethrng Yours tears ¢ are an mdrcatron that you needor -
 want somet’ﬁ')Tad__lﬁL good times that we are enabled to enjoy mean so much more When '

Iookeicf"'at n contrast with the bad ti mes tﬁat we
bad times, the good’trmes would in most cases be taken for granted? How can we kno he good -

nfﬁe bad?

d you ever think that we notice w at is good by what is bad? Did you ever re lly appreciate the -
breatméu breathe before you have watched someone'-ﬁo 0 was strugglrng to breathe take

trash to the curb Ou seen someone



place to take it out from? Did you appreciate your freedom before it was threatened or taken? The
examples are numerous but | suspect that you are starting to get the picture. Take an inventory of
what you do have and be grateful. When hard times do come be strong because they are not forev-
er. You can smile while you are crying, because you'are still alive when you could be dead or dying.
Whatever state that you are in remember that you are alive for a reason. And your story is an in-
Spiration, encouragement, or a warning to others. Your tears matter. Every single one. Make your
pain count. What you went through, or are going through could ease the pain of another. It also
could warn someone to watch out and move purposefully. You have to make it because someone
needs for you to‘(r’lake you it. So, that they will feel that they can make it as well. The tears of hu-

: L . .
manltyos‘_’past are helping us all right now. Whet hi
well as your smiles. Appreciate them both. Because balance is beautiful. Rise up even if you feel .

down.i If you fegf:ia_gtid feel free to share. And always remember that there are people who care. Al- ,
ways remember God cares. God bless everyone, everywhere, and peace be with you all. ‘




> y Deshanta Young @ Lawrence C C.
-~ i
No one is born publlshed Stephen Klng and every other author Who has ever lived was at one

Ime an outsﬁer looking in. 1

.

= P e e Y 197080 s Doubledaypageletﬁ?addressedtothee|tor
of the |5'arallax-V|ew [t 8§s s e ndeapemga lit U n DUl IS

partlcuTar work and since he had jUSt completed a manuscript in a similar vein suggested that the the

editor mlght Esﬁjnﬁavorably to his own work as well. -

_— | g e e, 3 EN - 1 Lo
The asplrlng novelist now / nearing despair but now also In regular contact with the editor men-

tloned he had one other manuscrlpt but it was not pure suspenSe as the parafax view had been. It

s o

was more of a horror Story.
- _— =
| THTS time the editor liked what he saw offered a modest $2500 contract, and elg teen months

laterit was published.

V.
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By: Jon Mettler @ Graham C.C.

Where have all the good times gone | want to know where have all the good times
the times when you could laugh and | 1C e gone
and not be worried if anyone was of ’ , a constant smile on your face was com-
wronged e ol o mon

at you said, twisti ~ notthe an
.Eﬁ]/against' the meanness i

or took things
e

er and hatred of today
|twhere jI and wicked- .

‘ a_ﬁ

all changed

ay.udes tﬁ

and encompas }3
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By: Manuel E. Aceituno @ Western C.C. :

Hello everybody! Once again | am excited to be putting pen to paper. It has been over a yeatr,

that | have on the oMaking Stridesodé program wing

Incentive Based Living Wing). A lot has changed. We now have a program committee, who are con-

stantly at work developing new progr ams speci fic t

Wor k! 6 afwriters committee,*‘ who coordinates the mc

stimul ate"the mindSJgrf;mo?u 71‘;?TI07W Tpeers.i o Wel | dor

tion between administration and participants. 0G
| are all looking forward to throwing.

tee. And now that we ave amrnlstratl\ﬂr |l t |
m ' es, SO | - -room be r fle ion ofo !




| thought it would be cool to try to write a personal story about change. | was going along writ-
ing when | started wondering about my fellow peers view on change. | decided to find out, and
try to challenge myself with creating a whimsical story as a combined effort of our collective
view on change. | started by asking the personal change circle, and extended my question to
the rest of the wing, by this time very excited about the level of perception and positive feed-
back | was receiving. The question | asked was, in one or two sentences. What does change
mean to you? | have to say, these guys didn't disappoint in the least, on the contrary, they
came through for us. While at the same time inspiring my creative imagination. | know you
guys are ready for the story, but before we get started, | want to give a big THANK YOU! from
the bottom of my heart to everyone here in the Making Strides Program. We all believe in
change, | believe in you, appreciate you all in believing in me too. And allowing me to the op-

\ g
portunity to express our collective voice of change. We want to express a special thanks to
Warden Ms. Goins congratulatlon on your promotion!) and program Counselor Mr. Howell.

For their contlnuous dr|ve and conviction in the Making Strides Program. We also want to give
e
i'a b|g welcome t0 our new A v Warden of Programs Ms. Woolidge. We look forward to your positive

Work alonm HoweITn 1 building the Making Stn&’es We understand the significance of
: e peoEIe M.:Wﬁl s the tools and 1d opportunity to express the level of our belief in change
We appremat
Now for the sto

adyo 0

as walking the yard lost in contemplation of personal change

hange*

= LW | -,

arcr work on our behalf, as well as the work still to come in the Tuture
‘What  follows is an inspired story about our collective voice of chane

.

en alad L.L!L came flying

o

aro d my ead 0 Iy y to crash land on my shoulder. The necessity captured in her fluttering

Wi

ngs.

IG Ladybug!

| am a

on|

to

\AN S

“student




and | dondot feel your weight. This thought of <co
surprise, the ladybug responded in kind.

oHi! Thank you Mr. student. The weight | bear i s
corporated in my being. It has been a long challenging journey with outwitting every stride of

my way. A breath of rest i1s al/|l | requi.re, and t
sage sounds heavy. Will you share it with me? | know not your quest, nor where your travels

will take you, but rest assured that | will hel p
humanityds perception of c¢change that | carry. Th
which bear m j/vings. Giving me sustenance to sustain my flight. To share and be shared in its

truth, this is my quest/! Ladybug, can you tel]l m
Strides Programo? Can you e ar el r t ®u toh oL uc
, fllght has previously taken me across their path. So Ilsterﬁlosely my r new found Mr. Studenjl :

anc Whlle 'uﬂ ings, we will share in their message. Because you are not alone, nor are,

first to ma e*thlircho'lc? of me. 6 E
. Theée Making Stride man perception

"n

1evitabl



ol e

ng in a different directiondé (James Trent)
OMent al growth in mind, body and spirit. Under
thought, and being able to process those thoughts. Understanding that you have the power to
| ook at things in a positive or negative | ight,

Archer) ? =

0The greatest challenge to your former self, nev

foro (Shawn Bl ock) . A |
OStarits r'nentally' wi t h th‘e'renewing-of your min

The ol d self is dead, but the new yOLV has been b

0The want, to make your new habi : personalit'x

per so ty and attitude. That s;.fJartS’ ~

- - i - - 3 R | = h
0 T O

RO 't amorphose into di fferent, be
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must | ead by exampl e, i n correlation with our wo

olf you talked about i1t, it is a dream. |I|If you
I s personal change! ¢ (dohn Gilbert)
OAn acknowledgement of where you are, who you ar
of your futureo (McKerry Col eman) :

olt is a surrender to God. To |l earn to fully b
that He truly knows what change is for medé (Mich

- > .. 5 §

0 When my | i feds nor mal behavior or routine is al
tion. Be it by orce or choice. From one day to the next change can allow us to see life from a o
new peEe pective, and what we do with t | ¢hange

—

ari
E";‘m

.
L

d>Change has given ’me a new outl ook about.  m
'e -"oJ S g e th|I ngs diff renxlryi n areas .0 y C
s e t*not go to plan. |Tfe7renh per D e

urong, even fight mentally with that feeling inside saying you was right, which
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everything yo have done, or wil|l do I n future a:
know when to do t hem. Wi sdom! Mi stakes donot def
fore was a |l essond6 (Robert Smith)

o0oTo really | ook at yourself with the willingness
ment of self. OEasy to say, hard to do. o6 Self as:

Which mostly comes at a point in your life when you start to question yourself. Either internal
or external factors may cause you to question, but in the end honest reflection is the key to

per sonall changed (*Eric Wright) 5 )
OCHOI'CE! A comprehensive evalwuation of [|ife0s

strength, truth; NO LIES! Objectively placed into perspective, balanced into convection, COM-

MI TMENT!l+ A deep breath, a next step, a turned 0 a

continuation  CHANGE! 6

. r— L :iﬁlf I T
0 he ask me, OHow

l—i. i
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oRefreshed and rel. eved, t hank you verysmuchl! o

Good to hear that your strength is renewed, Ladybug. You have renewed my hope for the future.

Each stride | take forward while cultivating the land, will be an expression of my love, empathy,

and dedication for my chosen path in life. Ladybug, fly strong, fly free, according to your heart de-

sire. oCognitive, you may call me by name. For in

the hospitality, sorry about the conditions of yo

at a time, one choice at a time, change is possi bl
flutter, but a moment that she was lost to the distance. A shout of OUTHOUSE, HEY! Echoed in

her wake. | stared into the distance, mentally sad that she never conveyed her name. A gust of

wind all  of a sudden fl owed around me, carrying

You carfy my name within, your heart beats with
L .'..'. : 3 > 4 .

S ' B |

The End! The Beginning! = X
What does ch *M.. to you? '




By Chadwick Wallace @ Sheridan C.C.

As | sit to write these words it is with a heavy, but hopeful heart. Not long ago | was accepted
to attend Lewis University, so | transferred from Western Illinois C.C. to Sheridan C.C. While this is
a very positive change in my life, it meant leaving behind the Making Strides Program. Making
Strides is a program unit at Western Illinois C.C. that even though has been a functional thing for
nearly 2 years, it is still very much developmental and just barely out of its infancy.
| was a part of this program from its first day. | was fortunate enough to be part of the initial com-
mittee that helped figure out just how to do it. | invested a lot into Making Strides, but the program
invested even more in me. | was far from alone as this program began to form and take shape into
what it is today. | was but one part of a team of Peer Educators and Peer Mentors who worked
closely with our fearless leader, Mr. Howell from Clinical Services to develop and teach new Peer
Led Programs. In the early days of my prison sentence, when | was in Stateville C.C.; | never in a
million years would have thought | would ever see a program '
of the sort, let alone be a part of one. But it happened, and it
‘was good. '
When | decided to apply to Lewis University, | never imagined
'fwould actually get in. | thought my long sentence would
have been prohibitive. And, i
‘leave Making Strides, or the family | had found there. But |
‘had to try. I"figured if nothing else having yet another rejec-
tion letter from a University Program in my file would only
help me show the P.R.B. that
‘out that I'got in, my jaw hit the floor. | was leaving the =




program that had been the most significant part of my life for nearly 2 years. Developing and teach-

ing classes was a therapy for me. Working with the other Peer Educators was fun and productive.

We were making progresseé noé we were Making Stride
members, showing the younger generation that there we more to life than just television and com-

missary. We showed people that you can get to know yourself, and that was/is the first step to re-

covering from trauma and damage of the past as well as moving forward in a positive direction in

the future. Making Strides was about learning how to deal with issues as opposed to suffering. We

even had programs that gave people the tools to plan for the future at the same time as surviving

the present.

| am no longer at Western, the Making Strides Program is going on without me, and | am glad. | get

to work toward a degree now, but the lessons | learned from my Brothers in Making Strides is what

is helping me adjust to this new environment. So, to Mr. Howell, Louis, Carlo, Charles, The Jays

(both Big J and LittleJ!), Poindexter, Barry, Jeff -fa-fa, Trent and @all the ot |
of you to mention! | say Thank You for all that you invested in me. Thank You for letting me be a

part of what was/is changing Western for the bett e
without laughing too much and tolerating all my terrible Chuck Norris and Blue Chew jokes. You

guys, all of you, are part of my family, and™Il kn
to the negative and Making Them Strides! With t ks
from what we all built together and putting it into play here, on the most recent stop in my journey.
Twouldn't be here with this great opportunity if not for all that you guys invested |n me. Thank You

‘Respect and Love, Chadwick

Holltalays
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strikes Where food, and shelter is needed.
oned6. Who is going to decide to stand up
standard world; could it be invisible sun who gives us hope when the whole days done.
The ol nvisible Sundé is all who promote positivity
in. Those who challenge themselves to go against the status -quo. Today, principles and standards

conflict with sound reasoning, they are now based off of individual ideology, so much so that what

use to be founded upon is now readily accepted as normal human behavior. We, as human beings

are imperfect, and we have many flaws, but that doesn't mean we should lower our standards, dis -
regard our manne*rs, and common courtesy, shouldn't they be exercised properly?

Critical times are amongst us, its time for us to be agents of change, the Iidht, in a world full of .
dar kness_",_' a breath of fresh air thatds needed at t
. lghllogsuns g . . o 7
i.ﬂhﬂf ! : .

I Ieave*/}ou with this: Acceptance of what has happened is the first step of overcomlng the conse-
qu ﬁces of ma‘rf is ortunes +8

- &
-

; | — -
the ri se of t he o0l

| Ieave you my love and |



Hello Fellow Readers,
We would like to take this time to recognize some of the people who are
working on our behalf in order to make Graham a more positive and

program orientated facility so as to better equip individuals in custody

with the proper tools needed to cultivate and develop the steadfast
characteristics of one who is determined to be better and do better dur-

ing and after their ifcarceration. = mﬂ-‘ b "=
First, we would like to recognize Ms. Fuson, Graham Correctional Cen- ek R
ters Volunteer Servicés Coorgdinator, who over the past several months has beg | working to help
bridge the gap of understanding between staff and.individuals in custody. Ms. Fuson has gone far ol
O AN o TaTITEReC wedlifd t 0 h el p b i ng and f acil it a L Clllsh chlls
l Said.loWouldé6. This program is designed t@& hel
while developing a'@mprehension of concepts, such as making and keeping promises, self‘ ‘ i@trol, |
compassion, contemplation, sacrifice, hope, accountability, and honesty. They then canﬂely th(_ége - |
principles in engaging and_Iupactﬁ ways within their life. Tjii(_e second is a Literacy program that is w
intended to felp individuals in cuiyt learn how to read. The_ird is a Math program that is

intended lp individuals in cu y t%lei the bai?cslf Mathematics to start and gradually
increase to a more advahced Mathematical curriculum. These are justa few preégrams that have
gotten up and

running or about to start under the | i@ Ip of Ms. Fuson.
_




It is |mportant to pomt out that all these programs are volunteer based by individuals in custody
both peer educators and participants. These individuals are involved without the expectation of
good time or any other incentive, rather driven by a desire to improve oneself and the lives of oth-
ers. Currently there is a pool of over 200 individuals in custody at Graham that have signed up to
be a volunteer in some capacity. This number is ever growing as word spreads about what Volun-

.

teer Services is doing and the impact it is already having on those involved.

We would also |i ke to say oOoOthank youd to Assistant

rating with Ms. Fuson in the shared vision and drive to help make Graham a facility that invests in

the betterment of individuals and their future, preparing individuals in custody to be successful

members of society. s V4 ..

|l n addition, another othank youo to AWP Armstrong

very talented artists to paint the murals in both the gym and visiting room, having something to i

| ook ai ot her than a drab gray or white waljJdsshel

These programs have a significant meaning and purpose for those of us that are invelved and trul.

want to grow as people These € programs help give us insight to what it means to be selfless, to be

.accountable Iresponsible adults and hold oursﬁles to a higher standard. &

uo "o, t he LTS Department_ Super ctive‘keeping' )

ents runnlng year ﬂ round like Softball, Handball, Basketball and all the others. ]

l e b@l wls a _biast so othank youd Tor all
acI| vities have a profound impact on our qu

it has

gl hes
th@® drive to sf@lart t le (‘)\FOGA(’) -p‘rograﬁ as
tional b&lance.
0 Thank oudb6 to the Correctional I ndlustry staff
ing the US DOL apprenticeship programs going along with forklift training, the CAT Simulator, and

Su



2

the Horticulture Program. The job skills that you are teaching us are helping us to see that all the

job skills in the world wonodét help unless you wor k
oneds character and integrity is equally i mportant
Finally, othank youdé to Warden Campbell for all owi

in these programs, and to all the security staff members at Graham for your understanding and co-
operation. By . 5
POEM doHope, to believe, to have faith, to have I|igl
that hope you lose faith, your light goes out, there is no more care, you have gone numb. So hang
in there, hold on to that hope and not allow that light to die inside, as it is that hope that gets you

t hrough each and ‘ voe -

Respectfully Written By:

Michael Frailey & Eric Robl§
From Graham Volunteer Services: _
Be kind & be the hang?.f_, .
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In prison, youllgelly is ninety percent of your bit. My

new cellylic section (cause his head so big they say he
'needs alprescription pillow) is the'[ast thing a recent born

again Christiah needs. He spends his days mean mugging the guards and stomping#@ound our ti-
il crypt | hNegs kil l ing roaches. He woni be I
e dark magic of these walls have consumed his spirit. N F 9

We barely speak, hedos ol d . gnoughi@t™® be my dad §
Last week, | tried to talk to him about the upcoming election, but inevitably the conversation leads
t o his hate of the @fficers and how hed6s i nnoc epys
DL V2R “v.g e TaNNT me too buddy but "he candot hear any

might be buried together when an idea strikes me. My mom did it when | was a kid.
Christmas Eve lockdown.

Wedre wearing eveny piece of c¢clothing we_ own, butl
racas. Our OHolidayé meal, essentially a huyearold.l m
can hear him clicking through channels avoiding the non stop Christmas movie marathons on his

small personal T.V ;this is my chance.
Me: (offering a small piece of hard candy) | gotta deal for ya. You can have this piece of candy, but
only if I cant pry it out of your hand.
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j__cjra_bbln andy and cl hlng it in his flst) Go for 1
Me: (pretendlnqitry a'hd%n his fist | efore going into my box

) a honey bun his fa- w
\/]lteid offering it to him) Trade ya.

C: (suspicious, skeptical, b'-'the deal is too gogd to pass up) H@l yeah, thank V.

| grab aﬁy bun of m nas shareigge story of willen my mom='ﬁ‘ered me;illar deal

In fifth grade we moved iWhlte slice of Dave Mathewi_uburbla I SULM.E to fit in my

ol'ive coIaneX|on an R adcent mf( glant:iera_rs

everyone and even punched a crossmg guard in his frank and beans They threatel to kICk me out
of school. - -

My mom did the candy trick and liké him, | traded up. She told me holding on to anger so
tightly wasn't giving space for anything new or good to come into my life. A fervent Catholic (with
shrines to Saints and the Virgin Mary all over the house), she dropped a few Bible verses to sanctlfy
her point. Vol 4 | |

oedondt | et the sun go down on your anger, and
4:27

oBut now you must put them all away anger, wr at
your mout. b @0 Cor

| told C -Section how | took her advice and joined the school play and soccer team and was
soon flush with friends. | was soon enjoying life again. An eternity of silence passes before he nods
his head slowly, o0l think | get what "youOrfe.ssayi n
We talk for the rest of the night, I let him vent his frustrations. | tell him about my own strug-
gles with forgiveness and how finding Jesus in prison helped me finally forgive others and myself,
and the new -found peace and happiness | found on the other side. We discussed the quote | keep
pasted over my bunk: oWhen you forgive others, yo



A daisct

Tan i dea ce_! y.=_,.E ¥ 'tmeE; I wi |
, and then flush them down the toilet. And wg do, he glances up at me as the

of paper _d.!sg@ea[ dom t

wave of

2 _ our  wi
Ch rﬁtémié- | ¥ "h_IE Y.e ali
This is the part of the story.where you &Wéﬁt to hear howAC |
"Jesus. @nd is now living victoriousl_v"so_rr_\'éwh‘ére hg@ (i-hersve‘rg:d@fv—v}rm he has overcome, |
| wish | could tgl'you tﬁ‘¥ | wish Lcould tell you he reconnected with his estranged family, got his |
degree while'in prison anMIurJ%:ed to help others; how Psaw him years later, a chang®esmfin
' with a glow of happiness around , I'wish | could tell you that. [
e Shortly afterthe super’bowl, he tested pogﬁve for Covid'and was.moved to the quarantine
building, I heard*he died in'his sleep; by the time the offers found hirr( he was stiff to the touch. |
did not cry when | heard abouthim, COVID had tdrned my life upside down and | was #®aling with .
my owniprobl es, buf Mot a Chr st mas_ fMasses where
| hope that in his last couple months aftéi_that night, We-felt a new peace, that he died Wi'_d)_a light-

erheart. 2Ry g

~ Sectigggicharmed his life, came to

. S

A |
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By NICk Roepke @ Vandalia C.C.

-

For the majority of the Christmas family gatherings that | attended growing up | now know
that | was enjoying delicious treats, stoking the fire, sledding and unwrapping presents only a few
blocks away from my biological family. As | matured, | knew that | was adopted at birth because of
the realization that | was the only person with blonde hair at my 8th golden birthday. It turns out
at birth | was placed up for a closed adoption, which meant | could not have contact with my bio-
| ogi cal parents wuntil the age of 18 i f | was
out my life to begin the search for missing answers, but if | had to guess it would be that life with
my adoptive family was already full of opportunities or that | was apprehensive to find out why |
was given up. # b [

Throu out my | ife | didndt understand what

thought it could come from drugs or alcohol, which were not prominent in my younger years. As |
place the pieces of my life back together now, | can see that the subconscious trauma of not know-
ing what the face of my mother and father looked like created a hollow void that | chose to fill with
risky, dangerous actions. As | would get away without trouble or injury, the feellng of |nV|nC|b|I|ty
‘would fuel the rush of pleasure and dopamine.

Succeeding my college years, work life balance became stressful and sadly my addiction trans-
‘formed into drinking alcohol. At the age of 30 | was in a heart wrenching car accident that chanﬁd
‘the trajectory of many lives forever. After being bonded out and attending a professional rehabilita-
tion center, | came face to face with the reality that the demon living inside of me would soon be

carrying me to prison. Consequently this self imposed crisis brought me to the edge of my own de-
struction. It was officially time to find my biological family and get some closure before | departed to
a cell. N
One morning while awaiting my sentencing date, ABC News had a special on DNA tests. It was
as if God was talking directly to me. | took the leap of faith and ordered a kit from Ancestry.com. |

abl e

add




knew that in order for this to work my DNA relocations would have had to have taken the same test
before me. Following 8 weeks of waiting, an email notification appeared on my phone that stated
oyour DNA results are availabled my heart skipped
miracle to exist.

After opening my results | had over 1,000 DNA matches with a 100% parent/child relationship
match. As the tears fell from my face, God had shown me exactly who my biological parents were. |
could see a family tree with possible siblings. After a month of messaging with my biological moth-
er, we had our first phone call where she confirmed that she was currently married to my biological
father and that | had two full vyounger Dblood brot!
now the youngest child in my adoptive family while also being the oldest child in my biological
family. In the quest of finding out where my biological family lived is when | became cognizant that
we were experlencmg Christmas only a few doors down My adoptive mothers sister lived in the
same town as my bJO|OgIC8.| family. L5
| am extremely fortunate to have met my biological family in addition to making them grand-

% 4 _ parents and uncles before being sentenced to 10 years at 85%

: rf’ L w2 i still have not been able to experience Christmas face to face with
: . r " my biological family because of being locked up, but | will get the
opportunity some day which is a blessing to look forward to. In
the meantime they get a part of me as they spoil my son arﬁ
Watch him do the same things | did as a kid. ’
' The moral of the story i's that
) vided to you in the present moment. Even when times become re-
markably difficult, e%traordlnary opportunities can prevail. Retain
your faith because you just never know when a gift will be handed
o you. Miracles can happen! Merry Christmas to all my brothers
and sisters who are incarcerated and thank you for taking time to
read my adoption story.

-

-
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By Shannon Z. Hale @ Graham C.C.

Hello, my name is Shannon Z. Hale and this is my Christmas story. |
grew up on Homer located in Harrisburg, lllinois right beside Carpet cor-
ner. My memories of Christmas was me constantly begging my Grandma
oJoann Haled6d to allow me to just open
ly. My Grandmother used to take pride in wrapping the Christmas pre-
sents for me and my cousin Greqg. The presents were wrapped with all
kinds of different colored holiday wrapping with an array of different col-
ored bows. | used to wait for my Grandma to leave or sneak under the
Christmas tree. | would shake the presents and rip small holes in them,
trying to figure out what the presents were. | hated waiting for Christmas
to open up my presents while being forced to look at them everyday under
the Christmas tree. When | say this drove me nuts, that is a understate-
ment. | would harass and bug my Grandmother so bad that she eventually
started letting me open up a present here and a present there, just to get
me to shut up. | could never contain my excitement as a child and sense :
of wonder would over take me. | was so obsessed with catching my Grandma Wraplomq the pre-
sents that | used to try to look under the crack of her door. One year | eventually caught a break
because there was a door from her room to my room that she had always kept screwed shut but
had shelf hanging. The shelf broke and my Grandma took it down which left 4 small heles in the
door.&This aave me the ability to peep through my room door and watch her wrap my presents.
One year | was so excited about what | saw her wrapping that | told everyone what | was getting
before Christmas. Somehow this information got back to my Grandma and | admitted the holes in
the door. After that our Family tradition was for my Grandma to allow my cousin Greg and me to

jospEesnsSsO a0 [==s0-lel —C-hTygj=S=t=NTass=" T eguseeulislmgw0_[. — 0@~ s=t=ma
el se having the tradition to | et their Kkids o#pe
t hat was mine:- That was our s. My Grandma died w

funeral several years ago. | know she loved me. She had more of my pictures on the walls then any
of the other kids and she had every ornament that I made at school hanging on the tree. She never
‘had a star on the tree, it was always an Angel. She was an Angel. Grandma | love you and miss
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=Y, Carlos Padilla Ill @ Menard C.C.

Majority of us who come from poverty know that eldest child contributes to the household in-
come whether or not through tax paying means or illicit practice. Christmas time 2013 was a testa-
ment to how | was raised. | was blessed to be raised by my Father under the same roof. He was a
hard working Man, but like may had problems and vices. . )

When it came ti‘m‘e to help him work so we can put the heat back on so the Family can be warm
and my Brother and Sister can have a great Christmas ﬁstepped up to the plate. Pops asked if |
wanted to make : some money during the Wrnter break cIeanrng up the entire restaurant he Worked

aMedr i 54 o 57th up in Hyde Park. My teen |
F i o
At the t eaIIIknewwas my Dad would get up ,orwork around 5:45am !6 0O0am and Wou lnot

be__rb_ack untrl 5:30pm ‘everyday. That 6s algl EEne
'mu—h'Fc reaking Wo_rk Pops went through on a daily basis to take care of our Family. He .
S owed me just how a‘d%ou hﬁe to work to earn a dollar.

When I'say Ops put n e to Work
and floor for twe )

jhe p e to work. | was scrubbing grease off the walls,

cerlrng ,

—_—

_v_\@iks straight! Serubbing every mdust ial egurpﬁent in the place Pops and |
movrn‘g't_Ecesg_Brg ovens. Let me e_I'I o"u""scru |
w - o
day after we were done | was sosore and trred I f‘aT‘asl_'eep In the car on our Way home | wo oke up .

ho my PorT iaughrn‘g as he was puIIin_g up to thel
3 E . = e :
ga'-!s and:_buy our @t her™ sagme squares*-ere h-e

-
» N

- -

i g v -



When pay day came | kicked it out to my Moms for our responsibilities o | ended up buying myself
some clothes with what | had left. Unfortunately | did not realize how hard u had to work to earn a
dollar, an honest dollar. | was misguided by the fast money.

Fast forward July 2016 | get wrapped up for the ¢
by the Feds that same mont h. He and | faced |ife
it hit me. During Christmas time 2013,when | was 16, pops taught me that earning a dollar comes
with hard work @ tenacity, dedication, and elbow grease. | never understood why he chose not to

live the fast monegl life, because the opportunity was always there. -
The I esson became clear now that | om grown forced
alized hard work and what we earn from it cannot be taken away from us 0 it keeps us free, staying

busy. So, Whl|e ﬁthe Cook County jail for the of Christmas 2017 | rediscovered something that WI||
withstand the test test of time. Pops, through all his shortcomings, shoed me what it was to be a re-
sponS|bIe man an. How to Iook hard times in the eyes and walk it down. When Thanksgiving and

i_Chr |'st mas—'t i M& comes Tar ound agal T T G Y (W0 7] beggl n'g
m‘on_ey s_'T c.an eat thl" 'oéommlssaryo | s mi |E_-‘I

ime and prepare mysé[f for the hard Worl'< ahead. Now ¢ /every ‘time 1'ponder about what my Pops

| aught“me every ChnstrMon it reminds me that memories bridge the phy3|cal gaf)'hetween L S
-s"."_lro"r_n' a__glr?s_sﬂl ful l type of guy. =T ee 'me<'é1
-silvglining In everythln‘g._Happy HoT"days

T —




* % 2N Dnnls Rogers @ Graham C.C.
T ——

(IS STINTTE O the year Is always,a gr cat oi-.

alone, and away from my F’amlly Itsﬂ?:ause thls |s one of the most Hon tﬁes of the year for me

Ibut eveﬁone around me has no idea why. The average person has no idea that almost all of their

pChr i sk maso traditTons were around t housands-_'-of
biggest miracles of this time of the year is that the customs and traditions of Yule have survived de-

'splte the fact that most of their meanings have changed. For example; Santa Claus ¢ Santa Claus

'is based on the Nordic God Odin. He was known as the bringer of Sunshine and giver of gifts. Odin

was known for giving gifts those he liked. He would leave them in socks, boots, or clogs for people

to find. At this time of year farmers would Jl eave
Slepnir had something to eat while they travel ed.
baked bread or cookies and cakes were left out with a bowl of milk for the Nisses or House -wights.
These were the spirits of the dwelling. Keeping a harr&nlous reIatlonshlp with them was very im-

portant because it is believed that they can e|ther help-or hinder the gomg -onds of the I

happy they may play tricks and if happy they may help Wh small chores (the Fairy tales of the

shoemaker is one such story). Mistletoe;;it Eﬂeheved that |f one Wais under the mistletoe they

will be kissed by the Goddess Freya. FI’GLIS one of thﬂst beautlful Goddesses of the North, so

this would be a gr eat honor. The Evergreen or o0Cht
which can not die. This tree was green all year aroundgcﬁhey seen it as Holy like Yggdrasil the

most sacred tree in Northern Lore. This tree was’%ecorated with apples and nuts as an offering to






By: Timothy Youngblood @ Lawrence C.C

Many people go through life without ever experiencing the joy that comes from giving. They
dream of such happiness, but it always seems to elude them.,
|, on the other hand, consider myself one of the lucky few who have been blessed with a joyful
heart which is based on giving of my time, knowledge, talents, love, and money throughout the

year, not just on Christmas day. )

The thing I | ove about books and film is that thei
to tell you a story that will hopefully help you transform your attitude and overcome your stingi- :
ness. n# - . T G ’f-ﬂL .
Who i s “Wih*e, one person that most™ often comesy¥t o mis

erable person? For some of you, as painful as it may be to accept, you are the one. For the rest of

you, it may be the infamous Ebenezer Scrooge he is a cold - hearted miser who despises Christmas.
Hissi™ thlii d eJ30'an_ De SummeT™ up §®h t wo wor ds NS dfal
lSqueezmg Wrenching, Grasping, Scraping, Clutching, Covetous, Old Sinner! Hard and Sharp as

té Secrcontained, and Solitary as an Oyster
w e ave _when we see Scrooge(”)s heartless attitude
includes the crippled child, Tiny Tim.  § )

'‘Maybe you,” like me, have run isometyomsery ghtwad
people who are stingy with their money I|ke Ebenezer Scrooge. The : ‘adjective miserly evolved from
he Latin word mi ., Which "heans ounhappy, wret
wretchedmimess in-‘tl:*e genuinely tight '

Why are the stingy and miserly unhappy and wretched? Because misers are those who love the ac-
cumul ati on of mo ng and who dondét want _t o el p
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o

: B | AN ey .‘gu : *‘M“ :‘.\,
the past twelve years of my incarceration |
criminal legal knowledge, administrative, directives, grievances, affidavit, state laundry detergent,
and toilet tissue to other individuals -in -custody who needed it.
Perhaps it was the love of God that inspired Dickens to write The Christmas Carol - the love of God
that enable him to understand that we are formed by our experiences, but all is not lost. If it is not
too | at e; it is never too | ate, too change. The a:

lonely and unhappy childhood and his aspiration for money to avoid poverty. Unlike the rich fool

in the Bible whose life was demanded of him by God because of his stinginess, Scrooge indeed
overcame his early formation_and, as we know, whe,
do! I am as light as a feather, | am as happy as an angel, | am as merry as a school -boy. | am as
giddy as a drunken man. A Merry Christmas to everybody! A Happy New year to all the world! Hal-

| o her el Whoop HaI o'o.-.u’ & ‘Al B

It'is not likely that your own transformatlon from stinginess and miserliness will arise from being
visited by three ghosts, Past, Present, and Future; however, you do not need nocturnal visits from
ghosts to effect a change in yourself. Rather, if you are open to it, you may make the effort to pon-
' der youf"own past experiences, then meditate upon how these experiences have formed you and
‘resulted in your present, and then make a firm purpose to amend your future, an amendment to
| be less stingy and miserly with anything you have.
Certainly this applies to any material goods, but perhaps most importantly to your time, time you
could spend in prayer f6F others to receive their freedom, even ‘imploring God on your own behalf.
Indeed, what may be most required of us as individual -In - custody is our time. Our business is to
attain oui”EhysmaI and mental freedom (By Any Means Necessary), everything else |s a sheer waste

of time.

Fherefore my fellow brothers "and" sisters "in- custody, we must examine our lives to see how stingy

we are with our time, ahd when we do let us keep in mind the sobering words of the ghost of Jacob
'Marley: ol wear the_chal‘h | forged in |lifed rej
!‘yard.é And |l et us understand the truth "spoken by




OAre these the shadows of thlngs t hat -mly be, a9l )
late to change. No, my fellow brothers  -and - sisters - in -custody it is not too late, it is never too late,

to change.

Scrooge changed because the three ghosts forced him to examine his stingy life. Let us force our-

selves to do t he 7' me. Letds do it n.ow.

In the Charles Dickens A Christmas Carolfim , whi ch i s an adaptation of
novel, A Christmas Carol there is a slight differences in the story. Scrooges problem, which he

doesndt realize he has is that he | acks the Chri st

Ma r*l ey 0 SIS uGRERORSH

During the middle of the film, three more spirits appear to Scrooge but the crisis comes when

Scrooge (ssees his name on a tombstone, and he as'ks
change?6 The film ends with Scrooge getting the CI
problems. The film isabout R 5 ' ~ B o z
transforming his attitude. In
the end, the change in Scrooge
Is revealed through his charita-
ble actions and words.




The best Christmas story | can recall is the o e wit family at my home and us all sitting

around playing ca@n@nci@ especially Ioveﬁfé_n_ the few of us that stayed of was
left, 'rﬂt_hey_Toroc;e_edédWﬁelp clean up. Folding chairs, washing dishes, vacﬁng'a%mu'tﬁg _
food aWa‘yT/as aﬁ we had to do, and then we chmed by the f?erﬁ'lﬁt:e:-l Ionato do that in the future

bWith f—ém'illy an®™ new fTriends. | 6m someone who | o
‘menu looks like this, turkey, dressing, grilled jerk chicken, oriental stir fry with the extra water »
chestnuts, pre al a mol, 7up cake, fried perch, mac ono cheese, potato salad, yams, corn, corn

bread casserole, cherry cheese cake, key lime pie, lemon pie, and finally drinks. Yeah, | cant wait to
do that again. In prison | look forward to the meal, | am so grateful to finally be full and not fed like

a 3 year old. | am learning to cease hating prison, when | go outside | look up to the sky and take
myself out of prison, the blue sky, the clouds etc.. Or looking at the sun going from orange, red,
purple and other colors helps to ease me. Have you ever just looked up at night and stared at the
'L ar s.7.»: n  Gh ¢ dpGEENSSNEORIEANENENINONENCEONENRCENE0  ghe l [ OF . Swett
that God will change all things via prayer. See many know God as God, but | pray to Allah which is
another name for God. | am learning we all have different ways of seeing things, but when we take
time to think about it, we all will have the same outcome. So | will stay open to myself and accept
everything as it comes my way. | know | only can control me and better myself, so | will stay fo-
cused on how to better self and all else will fall in place.



= t ]l &4 By: Kensey Mesy @ Decatur C.C. s ':

& : - 2

| was very unsure if | would get anything out of West -Care because | have been in other treat-
ment programs and nothing seemed to oO0set ind with
my self -worth. In West -Care, we work not only on how to stay clean but that we do matter no mat-
ter what wedove done, that |just because | Om where |
i f e, wh\?i-ch will come with staying clean and sobel
that the counselors truly want to be here with us, to share their knowledge, and do everything they
can to help us md. That in itself means a ' W

lottome. % o "

-

~ ad B
-Kensey Mese , ecatur Cgectlonal Center
(plctmed w?nW st -Care art|C|pants in the’r=

‘winning Chrlstmas D oratln Contest dayroom)
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By: Kira Wall @ Decatur C.C.

»

Christmas and all holidays are usually hard for me being away from my family and loved ones.

Honestl vy, | dondt remember the |l ast time | decor at
was different. | decorated a tree even though it leans to the side and is so far from perfect! | was

able to do it and enjoy the process with someone who | now consider my family This year was bit-
tersweet & she is now on to the next step towards freedom. Although | had to say goodbye, | could-
ndot think of a better Christmas pre i de
her.

Kira Wall, Decatur Correc-

ow at Fox -‘I ay






By: Ernesto Valle @ Big Muddy C.C

Greetings, | remember my last Christmas of being free spending time
at my brothers house, having all the family's come together and celebrate
_ Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Even though it was a lot of people,
from Grandparents, Parents, brothers, sisters, cousins, aunts uncles and all the kids too many to

count. Some how my brother and sister -in-law made it happen. | used to call it a MTV crib. We grew

up remembering eating ohoodo6o food, even the dogs t
time with the family until we open gifts. Remembering that Christmas we picked out of the hat to o
determine the gift exchange. The rule was we coul c
| gave or what | received but | do remember what | gave my niece. She was only 4 months old. | v

bought her an all pink and white Cubds
cool! i A Ay ,
That was not the best part, my brother asked me if | wanted to hold my niece. To be honest | was

scared. So small and fragile. She was crying, so he gently put her in my arms crying and all. Having
her in my arms was special. Overhearing my sister -in-l aw 0 OMEG '
stopped cryi“‘hg'c’)fonly to hear my //M’Iwél
stopped crying because he fat and \

jumper whi

dak moment, even though everyone was laughing at what my brother _ (/k:' U r«
said. Haha —— | \ X =,
keep this memory close to my heart now that my niece is on to col- —X f—~

‘lege.. This memory is truly a gift.
‘Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all my Brothers and Sisters
in the I.D.O.C
Re member

/‘

Godods 0



The Ladies and Gentlemen that you see pictured above are the very people that help
make our vision come to life. These individuals dedicate their time and effort to help teach
our fellow peers things that are much needed in their personal development in life, which
we anticipate will inspire us all to step up and do the same. We are beyond appreciative
for the submissions weodove received from other f
truly a wonderful thing to see. We al/l | ead by
with these peer -led classes show that we are more than determined to prove our worth.
We are all leaving behind a roadmap to success, and for all of those that are involved, to
everyone that makes this possible, our gratitude cannot be expressed in simple words.
However, thank youto Everyone , and please, keep up the good work!

Trust me, itds not going unnoticed.
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ATTENTION KH READERS (ACAIN)

WE HERE AT KH WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE WHO SUBMITTED ARTICLES FOR
OUR CHRISTMAS EDITION OF KEWANEE HORIZONS, ESPICALLY THOSE WHO FOLLOWED
WHAT WAS BEING ASKED IN THE STATEWIDE CALLOUT. IN THE STATEWIDE CALLOUT WE
ASKED FOR CHRISTMAS STORIES, AND MOST OF YOU GAVE US JUST THAT, CHRISTMAS
“““““““ \ND THEY WERE PUBLISHED AS PROMISED, BUT WHEN YOU TAKE WHAT WAS BE-
ING ASKED AND TWIST IT TO WHAT YOU WANT IT TO BE THEN WE HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO

. NOT LET"YOUR VOICE BE HEARD. WE DO NOT MAKE IT OUR BUSINESS TO SILENCEF
NDIVIDUALS Blﬁ' W=XSK THAT YOU FOLLOW WHATS BEING ASKED IN THE STATEWIDE

'CALLOUTS. SO FOR FiJ'FURE REFERENCE, WHEN YOU SEE A STATEWIDE CALLOUT PLEASE =
‘DO WH A fS BEI NG ASKED | F YOU WANT YOUR ARTI CL :
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By: Melvin King

What can | say about a guy named Demario Brooms aka (Cesar)? | can honestly say that he
was a genuine person, and there are a lot of people who would agree with me on that. | did not
meet Cesar until | arrived here at K.L.S.R.C. as a matter of fact he knew who | was before | knew
him. | used to work in the kitchen on 2nd shift and everyday between 2:35p.m. and 2:45p.m. Ce-
sar would make h|s way into the kitchen with a garbage bag in his hand to throw away and then

grab a cup of water (Cesar loved to drink water), and on his way out of the door he made it his .
business to say whatds up OFreeo. | al ways greete
never once did | stop him to ask did we know each other, | figured it would come to me at some_ - I

pornt"‘out it ﬁever did. So wrth the same routine everyday | tried to figure out where he was com-

= — ——

) ing j from, turns out he was a member of the Kewanee Horizons team and a good friend of mine
was trylng to get me to Jorn Kewanee Horizons so | guessed that (J.R.) must have told him abolt

me . Ohce | finall y decided to join Kewanee ﬁrr
'stayed mﬂ/ledla Room for hours Tfound it kind of funny that as smart as he was with corn-__ -

puters s all he wanted to do was was type for Horizons leaving all the other work that comes W|th gettlng -
 the Kewanee Horlzons issues done to the other guys. Me Belng new to the team | had to startat

the bottom, so | was tasked with the jOb to file paper work and do Horoscopes Cesar was rlght

— —— - "

there to lend a hE'I_plng haTid | alSo had to learn how these computers worked that we use for Ho-

roi z'a'ns, and thatos where Cesar excelled at. Any ¢
if he saw that | Was stuck on someth he came to s@e if He could be of assistance. He wollild




teach me something one day and the next day, here he is having to explain it all over again to me,

but he did not hesitate to do it, he never got mad about that, he just did what was needed. Cesar

was part of the book club also here at Kewanee, and he faithfully attended every session. Cesar

asked me to join the book club, | never did. You have some who have known Cesar for over 20

years and then you have me who only got to know him for a few months, and | am grateful for

those few months because without his help | wouldn't be where | am today. | remember him say-

i ng this one day, you donot have to take Ms. Mang
Publisher, Excel, and Power Point in here. (the media room), he was so right. Cesar touched a lot

of peoplfe t hroughout his incarceration (I1C06s and

cause he was so genuine and he conducted himself
lucky ones who got to meet, laugh, work with, talk to, and learn from him. Thank you Cesar! | .

"FOREVER WITH US

ALWAYS REMEMBERED
NRVS —~ FORGOTTEN

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE PART OF THE KEWANEE HORIZONS FAMILY! d



OEFY  DEFY  DEFY  DEFY

wrinms YinTuncs

e




=& S S - ‘;‘-"J ;: ’ s ;:h‘. \
. NV . e ., G BT, . Aunkaty SN
tﬂzﬁ iFirg iy iy €00 P S _.;~,-\~ st
"> . ..'_ 4?7 .4 .,\‘_4 _\‘ " f 2 3 b
‘ * n _\% > :

‘:}» « |

By: Melvin King
What 6s up KH fans? Happy Holidayods to you, |  wa
tions with you all. I know for me family getting

year we had a designated family members house that we went to that was decided on the previous

year. It was good to see family that | hadn't seen all year and | liked the presents that | got from

them. There was one thi ng | didndot understand, we
get her |, “but every household al ways cooked their o
will bring 1 dish to add to the table for dinner, not my family, everyone cooks their own food and
goes to the deSig;_neiIed persons house to eat up their food. Most of the time everyone cooked the
same exact meal funny rlght’? Another | ‘

Chrlstmas “tradition
KEWANE

!'Iy had was theflds gettmg GK before
HOME OF 2ROADS ' KEWAMNEE HORIZONS

dayllght to open presents, I fﬁver knew
the exact tﬁE I I got uﬁ t it was always
.stTﬁark outS|de Iremember one
LC Christmas eve my mom was co_klng
and me Ed my sister were eager to
open our presents because we knew
at we had d gotten a ' Nintendo and we
wanted to play with it, so we_demded .
t at midnight since it would techn




cally be Chrlstmas day we were going to go and open our presents WeII what we did not plan on

was our mother stopping us and making us go back to bed, she said it is not time for you to open

the presents yet, so we went back to our rooms and fell asleep. We got up around 5:30a.m. and at-

tacked the presents, (I checked the time before we left the room), the first one | opened up was the

Nintendo which | proclaimed to be mine even though both of our names was on the present. Lets

take it back before Christmas to when the Christmas tree comes out, my mom used to always pull

out the Christmas tree out the day after Thanksgiving to let it breathe. She started decorating the

tree around the second week of December and me and my sister would help with the decorating

someti mes, | wanted to eat all the candy canes. Wk
Well that happen'e'd to me on one occasion, my mother had bought me a robot that shot missiles
out of its head and had a screen on its chest that showed some type of picture as the robot was
walking Well eVeWyear my grandfather would bring me and my sister a bunch of gifts and this one
partlcular year he b bought me the same robot that my mom had gotten me, once they realized what
had happened my grandfather offered to take his back and get me something else but | told him no

— o o = w

1 want to keep them both, we all know how thrngs go, our Christmas presents do not last that Iong,

they' are—Fr—-okle before we know it. I have a | ot o
,everyone'of:y'fﬁ have some too, dondt | et ynb_Jr':c-u‘_
dayo6s, 1 know | dondét, | make sure | call all m
mas Story ‘and 1t%s a:Wonder=f__uT' Life every year

Chip .cookiés. That 0: 6s my holiday tradition for now
‘Wlth the famlly and the or|g|naI tradlfon

A)HAPPPY HOLI DAYdS TO EVER







