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THE TRUTH IN SENTENCING ISSUE

The first of a two-part series that looks at an honesthronicle of the stories and service
of the incarceratedmen and womenof the Illinois Department of Corrections




To All Readers

Our monthly newsletter focuses on three phasésbilitation,
restoration and reentry. These are the necessary phases of a
successful incarceration and transition back into society.

Rehabilitationinvolves the struggle for change one confronts duri
incarceration.

Restorationr ef | ect s t he refined ver
become and our restored self seeks service efveeth to the world.

Finally, Re-Entry is the ultimate goabneaccomplishes through class
study, sekstudy or modification progranmpleted during one's
incarceration.

We are TWO ROADSand we want to be a viable resource for our
readers. We serve you by sharing the honest chronicle of the stori
and service of the incarcerated women and men of the lllinois
Department of Correctionsloin our movement

TWO ROADSEditorial Staff

** Please NoteAll letters, emails and photos will be reviewed by
personnePRIOR to being received by the TWO ROADS editorial
staff. All information thais notpertaining to TWO ROADS will be
discarded. Thank you for respecting the guidelines.
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Quor Mssion Staiement

AWe are committed to emyf
by harmful systems to become dynamic leaders a
agents of change. Using the connecting, restorative p
of these stories, we hope to do our part in bringing us
together to overcome societal ills, such as violence
poverty and mass | n
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DISCLAIMER

TWO ROADS:Is built for bringing integrity and honest
about the people who are submitting their stories. T
are times where the editors are required to make cha
due to spelling errors or grammatical structure. Plea
know thatwe will never take away your voice however,
understand that we take pride in our work and strive t
the best in our representat)r'cm of your voice.




Guest Contributor

The John Howard
Assoclation

TheJohn Howard Association (JHA) thanks theo Roads E
Zinef or the opportunity to cont
(TIS) issue. TIS is a failed law that JHA has opposed since the
19900s.

Keepingpeople in prison for decades through extended sente

and TIS does incalculable harm to incarcerated people, families,

communities, with no proven societal benefit. TIS also creates ha
by increasing the prison population and straining limited available
resources.

TIS vs. Non TIS, December 2012 TIS vs. Non TIS, December 2022
IDOC Population IDOC Population

10,888
(22.2%)

TIS TIS
Non-TIS Non-TIS




Age at MSR Date Projected to be 50+, Total vs. TIS
(%)

55.8%

IDOC Total IDOC Population
Data & Analyvsis:

hittms: /fwwew theiha.ore

Shorteningsentences is a critical and negligently underutilized
to meaningfully decrease the prison population, which could help
problems including lack of access to programming and vital servic
such as healthcare. In fact, without addressing TIS, current proble
of an aging and static prison population in lllinois will no doubt
persist and worsen. As the State continues to work to reduce the
of mass incarceration, the problems of TIS must be confronted.

Legislativeefforts to reduce the harm of TIS primarily work
through two strategies. One strategy is to incrementally roll back
for example, by lowering the percentages of tseeved TIS
requirements for many sentences (e.g. an offense of conviction
currently requiring the persaervel00% of their sentence would go
down to 85 or 75%). These changes would reduce the time in pris
caused by TIS and could build momentum toward abolishing TIS
altogetherTheother primary legislative strategy to address TI&nis




I ndigsecandi | ooko approach, wh
apply for early release. Variations on this strategy include propos
laws to allow people to petition the original sentencing court, or t
Prisoner Review Board, after a certain amount of time served anc
some cases, meeting other criteria. This approach would help pe
subject to TIS without directly addressing that law. As of early Ap
the bills attempting both strategies had not made it through
committee review, making their prospects for passing during this
legislative session uncertain.

Directly reducing TIS and addressing it indirectly through
Asecond | ooko opportuniti es h
the harms of excessive sentences. To move to a more humane le
system, lllinois must reform and eventually abolish TIS, and per
changes in law to benefit people retroactively, not just prospectivé

“The need of all individuals,especially those with 50-60 years, (needs) to be able
earn their way to better opportunities...everyone should be encouraged and
incentivized to take their future and rehabilitation into their own hands.” — Former
IDOC Director Rob Jeffries (2019-2023)




- Nayyirah Waheed
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1S TMOW

ONIEBINE

We strongly encourage that your family and friends share
the link below ofhis issug(and other informative issues)
with lawmakers, advocacy groups and other pewer
wielding stakeholderns four easy steps:

1) Goto' wlolvacis! (idoc.illinois.gov)
2) Click " |

3) Click "

4) Select -

Not only will you see our current issues, but this will allow you to
see past issues and submissions from the many souls who have
spoken.

Although your insightful analysis, strong feelings and
creative policy suggestions are real and deserve to be considere
this humble opportunity idimited to just relating your story to
other human beings, so that they may make courageous
decisions with our humanity in mind.




Hello fellow brothers and sisters! This is my first editorial piece as
the EditorIn-Chief for Two Roads and | hope that this message to
you is informative, yehumbling.l accepted thisaskas Editofln-
Chief in hope®f givingyou, the audience, description of what this
e-zine means and how it affects and influences you. At the same ti
am so driven with this project to givieosewho have been without a
voice anopportunityto speak and share their experiences that they
have endured, not only inside, but, the triumphs that have occurred
outside. | would like foeveryone taead these articles with a sense o
purposeand knowinghat there isomething in these words that can
help get you through the road to success .

Following the Founderand the former Editors' footstepge are
going to speak on things that wilplift you, give you a sense of
purpose and hopefully, guide you towards the right path. When | sp¢
with the liaison as well as oiWWO ROADS AdvisorLeondus Carter,
one thing they said really sto
individuals in custodynly to make them better individuals in
custodyo? AWhere Is the growth
If we are truly living up to our Mission Statement, we must do so in
way that promotes change, not just for the inside, but the outside

This issue is very important to the men and women of IDOC, as the
reflect the conditions and situations that put them here, yet, the
standard that the system created, the system has not tried to undo
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It has been said thaPéople behave by the rules we set for themd,

Truth-In-Sentencing has connected itself to excluding us from
benefitting from the proper education and life skills that are necessar
us to grow. In addition, lawmakers have known for years the burden
T.1.S. has had on the taxpayers and now with inflation and
unemployement, families can barely take care of themselves, let alo
prisoners.

The impact by not being given an opportunity to receive credits fo
good time and EDSC becomes a detterment as those who are sente
85% or 100% are at a mental impasse: Either do nothing and rot or
change to get things in the right direction, REGARDLESS of the rewe

We must stand on our two feet and move forward, correcting ourse
from moving backwards and become leaders for our children, family
community.Motivationalspeaker Eric Thomas says ithéstE v e r y
opportunity isyour lasb p p o r t EHonmanhyyof us, we are on our
mission towards home. For others we want to continue to encourage
know that you are always important to our mission.

| hope that you will continue to read our articles, submit your words a
expressions, and never feel that you are alowwO ROADS will be a

~

AContent o0.of Change

KenjiHaley
Kenji Haley
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
TWO ROADS
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Warehoused

Maurice Jones
Danville

Reflectingon my sentencinghearingin 2012 | oreverforget the
St a Ateroey closingargumentghatresultedin the Judgefinding
ATr-ntSke nt e nwhichmegantthat! oHaveto serve85% of
the time given | was 23 yearsof ageandc o u | pfocessexactly
how | was sentencedo 25 yearsfor Armed Violence, under the
Accountability statute After the judge acknowledgedtwo priors
(now vacated)priors, having a backgroundkinda insinuatedthat |
deservedhis type of lengthysentence

My hearingwasconcludedwith thethoughtthatl 0Obke dentto the
lllinois Departmentof Corrections,with the sole purposeof being
A r e h a boilike it was teveatdingor something After arriving at
the North ReclassificationCenter (NRC) holding facility, | soon
realizedthatin Tr -iniSlke n t e Meantargerstensivepunishment
with the intention of being i wa r e h ocbeysrel dhe time
considerederved

After | receivedmy sentencemy feelingswerereally hurt and |
c o0 u | plepabeinyselfto servethe next21 yearsandthreemonths
in prison Thefirst thing | thoughtaboutwashow old | would be in
2033 andthenl| beganto reflecton all the eldersin my family who
| Opkobablyneverseeagain
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| thoughtaboutmy son,who wasfour yearsold atthetime; | thought
aboutall therelationshipd hadwith peoplethatwould belost forever
| wasenduringso muchtraumafrom beinghousedn Cell Block M in

NRC; that 3-weekstayw a s ocoadusiveto my mentalhealthat all. |

had met peoplewho done6-monthsa straightat NRC, the conditions
atthatplacesetthe pacefor prisonlifee PERIOD!

When | first observedthe prison infrastructure,l noticed that it
resembleda i wa r e hvathli Isaes 6t seemedthat the prison was
built, purposelyto warehousgeoplefor long periodsof time.
| metaguy whowasaworkerat Galesburgeceivingandhe hadbeen
incarceratedor 24 yearsandd i dhawea GED. Thatmadeno sense
to me oncel receivedmy property,| begansubmitting requestslips
for programmingandschoolimmediately

The following week, | receivedrepliesfrom the counselorand dean
stating fiyou have a 2033 outdate and offenders serving shorter
sentencesre priority, buty o u l@elput on the waitlist.o | literally
filed grievancesto enroll in school, despite the many denials of
accessingrogramminghe judgestatedwould be availableduring my
sentencindnearing
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Today, | consider myself one of the lucky ones who were able to
access programming while having a lengthy sentence to serve,
because everybody is not as fortunate. | have been a peer educ
in the Building Block program at Danville and have completed 2°
rehabilitative courses.

| recently obtained my second Associates Degree with Danvil
Community College (DACC) and
this spring from Eastern lllinois University. | have hit the pinnacle
of accomplishments | could achieve as an individual in custody.
The only programming left is work release and Kewaneelirey,
which | dondt qualify for,
months).

tdoesndét take 20 years for a
Nfeducational and rehabnI|itat.i
Sent en c iwithgoid mé feom showcasing those skill sets

The truth i s Arehabilitati ond
given a sentence to serve and I.D.O.C. restricted programming t
was supposed to be offered, which makes the whole sentencing
procedure very flawed.
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| always ponderon the thoughtthat if | was able to earngood time
credits(possibly),l ¢ o u | cha@leitedhometo seemy Grandfatherand
Aunt one last time. If | was in position to earn good time credits
(possibly),l c o u | Eénpresento assistmy Grandmothersvith their
medicalissues

When| receivedmy first AssociatesdDegreewith LakelandCollege
in 2018 if | wasableto receivegoodtime credits(possibly),l ¢ o u |
been presentto see my son graduatethe 8" grade Being in this
perdicamentisa Fatherandhasdestroyedmy f a mi skructare

ATr-intSke nt e naws havg lteld me in isolation so long, that

the lack of guidancefor the childrenin my family potentiallyputsthem
atrisk for experiencingprison

In conclusionduetod T r-in-Sk nt e mawg, | ndheakarehouset
in prison for the next 10 years, despite my accomplishmentsas an
individual in custody

It d o e dake®0 yearsfor a personto rehabilitate | haveearnec
A e d uc aandroenhaal b i Iskillt sets, yetviieTor -iniSke nt e
laws withholding me from showcasinghoseskill sets
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Peopleare warehousedn prisonsfor yearsof their lived though
ATr-niSke nt e meverdegroedthe crimesratesfrom rising
sincel998

So, what are the real intentions behind truth-in-sentencing
laws?Who doesit impactsandwho benefitsZor everyindividual
in custodyexperiencingheimpactofn T r -iniSle n t e aws, n
it sparksthe questioningof thewordfii r e h a b | anhdwe kadwi
t h anbtthetruth behindsentencing

"Never doubt that a small group of concerned,

thoughttful citizens can
change the world; indeed, it is the only thing
that ever has."
-Margaret Mead




It's that time of the year for you to show your love to your father
or the father figure in your life. Submissions are now accepted for
the TWO ROADS Father's Day Issue. In addition, your family
members can send stories about their Fathers that are on the
inside and the uplifting stories they have. We encourage you to
let them share their stories.

- Mail submission, photo to:
Attn: TWO ROADS EDITOR
Kewanee Life Skills Ré&ntry Center
2021 Kentville Road
Kewanee IL 61443

Outsiders and Individuals -In-Custod

(WITH Staff Supporrt)

Please send your submission and scanned
photo to penny.rowan@illinois.gov
"ATTN: TWO ROADS Fathers Day"

Deadline is Friday, June 224
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AMessagd-r o me
Vernon Watts

Hello world! First and foremost, | would like to thank you (Two
Roads) for your time and energy as | convey what TiNiBentencing
has done to my life and for my life. TrubrSentencing has taken 24
years of my life, with no opportunity to show if | am what the

| . D. O. C. miT® RETURN OFFEAIDERS BACK TO
USEFUL CI1 TI.EZamN& lereodargue bills, or punishmen
because without order, there will be chaos; but | am against
incarcerating people without a chance for them to show that they a
not their crime; and people can redeem and rehabilitate. On the
flipside, TruthN-Sentencing has sat me down and afforded me the
time to refl ectiuen | e
because of.D.O.C. (lllinois Department of Corrections), but the
conscious decision | made, | will not let one moment in time define
my entire life. | can say | used to write letters of lies, deception ang
selfish agendas; but todaytite books, business plans, goals,
synopses and theori@sth the truth in my sentences to let the world

know, i1ito6és not how you start,
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How Does Truth In Sentencing
Affect Me, My Family, The
Community

Yahdal Ben Yoel
Hill

First and foremost, | would like to begin by expressing that the vic
of crime itself are most affected by TreiirSentencing for as a

deterrent to criminal behavior, it has utterly failed. This law has no
prevented the robberies, rapes, kidnappings, assaults or murders

occurring. And because | truly desire peace for all men and wome
this indisputable reality affects my heart.

HOPELESSNESS

The excessive sentences which come filoath-In-Sentencing,
strip people of hopeé the motivation to become better, do better anc
contribute something positive into the lives of others and eventual
society itself. When an individual feels that they are never going h
or will be an elder upon release, it breeds lethargy, depression,
rebelliousness, violent and sometimes suicidal thoughts. If | did nc
have family support,




TRUTH IN SENTENCING

along with a sincere desire to become the best man | colildobe
learn, grow and refine myselfl would have succumbed to the
hopelessness caused by an excessive sentence

My dysfunctional family, hostile environment, drugs, alcohol,
and adolescence, pushed me into the lifestyle, which lead me to
prisoni not an incorrigible mind/heart. Truin-Sentencing
precludes me from demonstrating my worth, my value, my self
evolution into the man | am today by denying me the opportunit
to earn an early release through professional evaluation (Parole
Board Hearings) and earned sentencing reduction credits (good
time).

Knowing my worth, my value and what it brings to any
relationship, business, community/social environment, etc. and
being able to contribute something positive, only creates a great
degree of suffering. My family/loved ones also continue to suffer
from my absence, as they understand my value and what | can
contribute to life. Everyone continues to suffer from this
unnecessarily prolonged incarceration. Furthermore, the

community is affected by my absence because | know how to
uplift, support, and will contribute to what is good and right to all
life wherever | am.
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Truth-In-Sentencingdenies this energy, creativity, intelligence,
anddeterminatiorfrom enteringthe communitiesto help

In conclusionjf the Truth-In-Sentencindaw wascreatedo be
At o orgechr i Geceed@temore pain and suffering), it succeeded
But if it was createdto protect life, people, children, and the
communityor to detercrime, it hasutterly failed. As a manwho
reversthe Spirit of Life itself, | humbly urge all of those with
power to createchangeto find anotheridea..an idea that will
incentivizethe unification of all men/womann peaceandlove.

In Humility

"I am everything  and | will make myself with
| must” T Anonymous
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The Truth About Truth

Michael "Wally" Walls

|l n t he b ookn-soefn tleinfcei,n giot rwotuhl d
the rest of my | I f e "'t 0 WSS
about an alternative endiag

| am Wally Walls, and| am a Lifer. Thirteendaysafter 9/11,
the worst terroristeventof my lifetime, | had a front-row seatto
the seconeworst terroristeventof my lifetime. That wasthe day
that | stoodin a JeffersonCounty courtroom,listening to Judge
Terry Gaurbersentencaneto a termof MandatoryNaturalLife in
thelllinois Departmenbf Corrections

| d o mémembemuchaboutthe sentencingtself. | remember
the walk backto the countyjail, in the courthousebasementMy
escortingdeputywasa friend of the family, andhe mentionechow
it saddenedhim that| hadto be in the courtroomalone,with no
family to supportme He saidthatit amazedim that| hadstood
firm, refusingto buckle, or sheda tear, as the judge pronounced
his sentenceHe said,i Wa |1 8 g nthink that!| could havetaken
it like youdid.o
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Thankfully, he di dndot have to
inside; that grinding, twisting feeling, in the pit of my stomach.
The new blank space that has opened in my mind, like my brai
was trying to tell me that life as | knew it had just been erased
from existence.

iMandat ory Natur al Li feo, t
my sentence. Discretion was out of the window. There was no
alternative, no choice, and no other sentence that was available
Mandatory Natural Life. Did | kill someone? No. did | walk into
a Post Office with a loaded submachine gun? No. Did | rob a
bank without |l eaving a At han
to life because | was a convicted of a sex offence. | committed &
sex offence when | was 19. | did 8%z years inside, and got out 0
MSR in 1993. Seven years later, | was accused and convicted ¢
a second sex offence. That made it Mandatory

Suringt he Atough on cri meo pol
19906s, a bill was brought f
a Mandatory Life sentence for any person convicted of a secon
or subseqguent sex offenseeéelf
ten years of the first offense; or, within ten years after the
offenders release from custody for the first offense.
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Thebill also included a provision that made a Mandatory
Nat ur al Li fe for 1t he I EESEENN
of having two or more alleged victims.

At the time, there was a little known legislator from Chicago
who supported the bilsomeyoung fellow by the name of
Barack Obama. The bill was adopted and went into effect as of
January 1, 2000. One would th
natural of the new sentence, more of an effort would have been
taken to ensure more of a conviction would be legitimately
obtained. Instead, there was more of a focus on getting the
conviction, regardless of what the prosecutor had to get it. From
20022021, | knocked on the door of the lllinois Supreme Court
three times, preaching what | honestly thought were reversible
issues. The Supreme Court disagreed.

Alittle over twenty years ag
allowedto use the appellate prosecutors to help them prosecute
| oc al casess But, since my pu
object to the use of the appellate prosecutor, it was somehow my
fault. It was also my fault that neither my public defender nor any
appell ate defender, failed to
50,000 volt stun device on my leg during trial.
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Int he appell ate court eyes,
Negative DNA results? Sorry, but there was an alleged
stipulation. Could your jury possibly be tainted through the
introduction of your prior conviction?

tdi dndét matter éalthough t wo
i nt erivii eit Awasnot f or himvepr i
found him quilty. o

Truth-In-Sentencing | would have preferred that the
legislature required at least a minimum of truth in the
prosecution of these offenses that got the maximum sentences

that might be a whole new concept.

/7 \

ATruth-iIn-Pr osecuti oneo

It has now been 22%: years since Judge Garber pronouncec
his sentence on me. | shared my story with the members on th
Stateds Legislator Prison Re
I NCl uded @ .
page broke down the basic cost of my incarceration by catego
| calculated yearly cost of living; every state pay; the open hea
surgery that saved my life RD19
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| personally cost Mr., Ms. and Mrs. lllinois taxpayer
$1,200,000.00 in my incarceration thus far. Now, if you factor in
the cost of my direcippealtwo postconvictions and their
appeals and all the ancillary legal cost, | am probably well wort
$2,000,000.00.

Comparehat to the average person in lllinois that has a job
paying minimum wage. That person earned roughly $400,000.0
during that same 22 year period. Mind you that this person still
must pay taxes, rent, food,
is one who shoulders the mandatory burden of us having to sta
here

Evenwith two decades of prison drama, one thing that | have
refused to do is to allow mgircumstance$o affect, or alter the
individual that | am. | have worked the same job assignment for
the last 15% years and | mind my own. | spend a lot of time wit
a pen in my hand and a lot of folks think that | have some kind
of weird attachment with my CR 0 6 s .

Oneof the things that | am proudest of is that | have had onl
6 | DROs i nlspehtéhe @aly parteofdastsear
crafting a Petition for Executive Clemency.
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| included educational achievements; job experience; my
health issues; an awesome recommendation from my now
retired bosses and even managed to include my original fire
department application from 40 years ago. After a July
postponement of the PRB, | was granted a hearing on October
2022.

| would like to say that everything went well at that PRB
hearing and was recommended for Executive Clemen@&ut
the truth is that | have no idea how | did and there is no
provision in the state law to let you know, either.

Well, | coul dnot | et myself s
crossed. | sat down and reviewed what was contained in law
regarding Executive Cl emenci

brainstorming ways to help improve on the current system.
About a month ago, | drafted a proposal that | submitted to the
lllinois Prison Project, and State Senator Villanueva, seeking to
improve the system for granting Executive Clemencies in

Il 1l T inois. Wedbll see what hap

lknow that | 6ve still got a
willingness to make some positive changes, and with all these
gray hairs thatll readily deny having,
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| 6ve got may b eimpartthosetwholae wiliig sod
listen. If you are sitting around, waiting patiently for change to
happen, all that youdre goin
happen if you are willing to put in the work to make it happen. It
doesndot matter i f you are se
change in your finances or a change in your life circumstances. 4
change can happen if you put in the effort.
ATr-nSEntencingo, as It stands
ideology that lasted for nearly three decades.

Now that people are starting to see the damage that it has
done, the veneer of nAtrutho |

are plenty of people that would love nothing better than to patch
it up and just maintain the status quo. A new coat of paint,
however, doesnodt make [ he cis
to build something better. So
sl eeveséand get to wor k.
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A Message From..

Andre Jackson
Mount Sterling

Truth-In-Sentencindhas taken a toll on my life and nfgmily's
lives. | was sentenced to 21 years at 85%, for accountability of a
drive-by shooting, where the victim was struck twice in the leg. It
the first time ever going to jail and they sentenced me to 21 years
have 2 kids; my son was 5 and my daughter was 7 when | went &
and that became a strain the relationship with them

It went from them being with me every day of their lives to
Not hi NG G | am a Ahands
up and sit with them to do homework. | was there not only for my
kids, but for my 3 step kids, making sure they had someone to de

| was big on encouraging them to excel in school. | was the gl
that held things together and
graduate from high school and one dropped out of school. The st
and fear of my kids not finishing school or falling into the wrong
hands

You know, you try to talk to them over the phone, but kids neec
that every day to lay into them.
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| havea 15-yeargun enhancemenfior driving a carthat| hadno
idea the passenget was giving a ride had a gurt let alonewas
goingto shootout of my car.

My motherandfatherareolder Sheis 67 andheis 74 andh e 0 ¢
in and out of the hospital | could be out there helping out and
doing things for them like taking care of their needswith what
they needed| believe my parentsandkids are suffering because
| 6 sufferinganddoingtime for acrimel d | daoramit, butwas
presenfor.

Truth-In-Sentencings overkill in every way no matterwhich
partyouget | 0 justhopingl makeit out soonto be therefor my

family, because¢heyneedme

Words From Earl Milton
Centralia

Wisdomand power must accompany one another. Power without wisdom is
dangerous. Wisdom itself is powerful indeed. Heed what is learned and do s¢
well.

To heed wisdom and to do wisely will help one previdheywho heeds wisdom
will prevail and not fail because, if the wise one seems to fail in that seeming
failure comes the correction , learning and lessons needed to make the wise
Awi ser 0.

Wisdom is what you will find if you seek it with your whole heart and mind. S¢
to understand and in time you will; and know you must always grow or withe
shrivel. The choice is up to you!

From Earl Milton's Poetry:Wisdom and Powér
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A Message From..

Irene Romaniuk
Logan

The Truth-In-Sentencinghas taken such a toll on me and my
family thati t bookenus To behit with an w h a ttimertles judge
wantsto putony o uandihenbe hit by 100 Truth-In-Sentencing,
is a deathsentencdor me andmy family andfriends By thetime |
leaveprison,| Obleih my 700 swill havelost my parents,my older
brotherandmy two older sistersandhaveno oneleft to go hometo,
leavingme out on the streets

| basicallyhavereceiveda deathsentencdhat mentally, the rest of
w h a kefoa my family remainingc a reiddtire The probability of
me dying in prisonis very high becausef my ageandmy sentence
andalsomy medicalissues | wasgiven 45 yearsat 100% with no
priors whatsoeverwithout the judge taking into considerationmy
non-existentcriminal history.

My family is devastatedndis basicallywaiting to bury me because
of the time given with Truth-In-Sentencing | 6 sloee23 yearsand
have 22 yearsleft to do and|l 0 53 yearsold with many medical
problems Please| haveabsolutelyno violent history. This is my
first andonly offense Thisis a doublewhammy the amountof time
45yearsat 100%. Pleasehelp me!!
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Good TimeDENIED

Brian Lehnert
Kewanee Life Skills ReEntry

A me r ipasantsgstem was founded on rehabilitation and getting
released early I f you showed
been the case in lllinois. Offenders, who commit violent crimes, ca
spend 20 years doing right and never even get 1 day off their sent
That i s t he si U U o
i n that ti me, |  got my i GENER
Degree, and numer 0US 0 NN NON
every job you can think of, and someone who pushes a broom for
minutes today, earned more good time, then | did in 20 years, eve
with all my accomplishments

Nowl did all that knowing goo
for myself, to benefitme. The more you learn the less chance you
of coming back to prison, and having a good life. Earning good fi
should not be issued or denied based on your holding offense. Th
that this person committed a
the punishment, violent offenders serve 8500% of their sentences
but once in prison, we all live under the same conditions,
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do the same schooling, and work the same jobs, but this person is
making100x'smore than this person. How much is a day off your
sentence worth? To be home with your family even a day early? Tc
i t 6s pricel ess!

Sothe fact that some have to serve 8300%AND NOT RECEIVE
GOOD TIME THEY EARNED,( no matter what they do), is a double
punishment, and that is discrimination

The definition of "Discrimination" is:

The process by which 2 stimuli differing in
someaspect are responded to differently.
The Quality or Power of finely
distinguishing.

a) The act, practice, or an instance of
discriminating categorically rather than
individually.
/[ 11 b) Prejudice or Prejudicial outlook, action,
& { or treatment.

gl 7

S

THE TRUTH -IN-SENTENCING LAW
(BY DEFINITION ) IS " DISCRIMINATION O
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A Short Story

Rory Cook
East Moline

Dear TwoRoads
lam writing to shar#nSae ndhklearcti
killing young men and old men, mentally and physically, and on to
t h ati i f you decide to work
you EDSC (good time). The nTr
you get the ti me, BUT, It goes

disturbing to work and earn good time and a sentence at 100 perc

| myself am a witness to this story. Furthermore, | was sentence
100 percent, serving 30 years. | have been working for 21 years a

canot earn any good time credi

24 years of my sentence, something must be done. Thank you for

time.
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Waiting for Change

DeMarcus Hillsman
Centralia

It is with the universalword of peacethat | greetthe sistersand
brotherswho arestill in the struggleof pursuingtheir freedomaswell
as all of the readerswho tune in to this platform My name is
DeMarcusHillsman and| just celebratecanotheryearon this Earth,
which s truly a blessingandnot only am| thankfulfor the gift of life,
but alsofor still beingin greatspirits, healthandin my right stateof
mind, havingstartedmy 239 calendar

| wasaskedby afamily memberm w h areéyou cominghome,and
why doesthe ParoleBoard keepdenyingy o u [?eaplainedthat on
paper,l| still have9 yearsleft, but | will be out of prisonsoonerthan
this. And asfor a ParoleBoard,| told them| haveneverbeenin front
of a ParoleBoard lllinois d o e shawvéa Parole Board The Parole
Board h a s ex&tedfor all individuals in custodysince 1977 (In
1974 when a life sentenceequatedto 20 years, everyonebecame
eligible for parole at some point during their incarceratior)

My family memberexpressedurther concern n B waou were a
juvenile whenthis happenedHow are you not allowedto go in front
of a ParoleBoardduringyourincarceratio 0
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Myf amily member expressed fu
juvenile when this happened. How are you not allowed to go in fro
a Parole Board during your | no¢
members who have these same questions, and the answers lie
somewhere i n -OnCtrwanero BT oangchn- a
Sent enci ng.0 AR

TheA Tr-inifSkent enci ngo Act was ¢t h
ToughOn-Crime (T.0.C.) bill. To make matter worse, this bill was
championed by then congressional Senator Hillary Rodham Clinto
Senator Joe Robinette Biden, now known as President Joe Biden,
signed by Former President Bill Clinton. All of them have been on

record, saying how the bill wasmistake and once in office, they
would change it.

He ran on the platform of Ach
to start the process o f-OFCiimesoil i
being a mist ak eln-Sewhtae n caibroguZ 0o

Under the Trutin-Sentencing Act, an individual has to serve his
entire sentenceithout the possibility of parole or getting any time
knocked off of their sentence for good behavior, work assignments
any educational/program or completion of them.
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Prior to July 1998, if you were sentence to 20 years, you would se
50% of your sentence. Under T.1.S., you have to serve the entire 2
years, plus 3 years of Mandatory Supervised Release (MSR), whic
Aunconstitutional o.

As a juvenile who getsentencedinder T.1.S., if the bill is not
changed, | will have to serve 32 years straight without the possibil
parole. At no time during my incarceration will | ever be able to set
Parole Board, which undermines the ruling in the trilogividier ,
Roper, andGraham, which says that all juvenilglUST be allowed to
see the Parole Board.

Not only am | speaking for all the juveniles sentenced under the
T. | .S but al so for all “thes=
InnSentencingo. We need 4{ineSlemtesin
act overturned/repealed, or at the least getting the bill modified to
those who are doing school and work to get good time that reduce
sentence.

There has been a lot of talk about some

changes in the Trutin-Sentencing since the

early 2000606s. B e ) S Lj’,’#ow
powersthatbeand all who can help bring  { <= )™(_<..]
aboutchange;th8| ock 6em up armd t.
awaythek e yapproach is outdated, and itis ‘¥ %
time to change. Starting with the Truth- | | 3 4
Sentencingodo Act. A
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AMessagd-r o me
Samuel Miller

Pinckneyville

ATr-nSentencingo has affected
being the Department of Corrections has sent me five hours away
home; so Iitodos hard for my f ami

come and see me. Where if | was 50%, | would be closer to my fa

Another way it has affected
education that would have been awarded to me if | were at 50%. |
been I ncarcerated seven year s
school good time cause of my MSR, which is only because of-Tmeit

Sentencing.

How can | become a better me? How can | become educated i
Truthhrin-Sent encing wonoét all ow me
jobs because of Trutm-Sentencing. | have been and will continue t
be a model individual in custody, and have not been awarded any
conduct credit for it. If we did away with Truth-Sentencing, it will

give us hope, where some of us have lost all hope.
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AMessagd-r o me
Marcel White

Pinckneyville

The TruthIn-Sentencing affected me a lot. | have been locked up
going on 21 years, fighting my case through the Court system afte
these years takes a toll on your mental state.

The governor nor congressiderstandghat the Truth In
Sentencing affect the innocent people that is been wrong by the le
system. During my time locked up, | had two children brought into
this world that | have never physically seen, only in pictures and
through the phone.

| lost my father since my time in prison and | have lost a few
friends that were enduring the time with me. Over the years, | we
into depression and | have ever since, but | never said anything u
now. | was feeling in my mind that | was dead but my body was ali
| have never properly grieved for the people that | have lost.

My mother became my rock, communicating with her has helpe
me overcome some of these things that | am suffering from. She
di dndt know that she has been
struggles.

Now | live my life one day at a time because this is what truth |
sentencing has done to me and others that are locked up.
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O T h e NG D

Mishunda BrowrDavis

Logan

There is a generation of youth that were sent away to prison in i
during what | <call AThe Lost
and under. Many where firtitme violent offenders. They have now
served over 2plus years, have matured, and taken the necessary
steps to rehabilitate themselves. Yet they are still doing long term
sentences with no hope of relief.

Those sent to prison during The Lost Decades came during the
years of 1998019, when the Trutin-Sentencing laws ruled the
legal landscape. These laws required that even kids, 21 years anc
under, serve 8300% of their sentences without a chance for parolg
Before TIS laws, they would have served 50% of their sentence a
receive earned credit, and they had an opportunity for parole. To s
that | 0ve ser Vved "L Ne U

Truthhin-Sent enci ng was a Atough
public safety and the I ntegr.i
stopped crime. It has instead crowded the penal system, costing
taxpayers millions of dollars. What good is it to continue to house
those sent away during nNnThe L«
no longer a threat?
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Laws are now changing after more than two decades, and many &
receiving a second chance, thanks to the Honorable J.B. Pritzker.
These new laws are: EDSC; The Resentencing Initiative Law
(SB2129), which became available January 1, 2022, given violent
offenders a chance to be resentenced after serving a decade or
their lengthy sentence; and The Youthful Parole Bill, which was
signed in 2019, giving the kids and opportunity for parole after
serving a decade difieirtime.

Yet, NONE of these laws are retroactivéhey do not apply to
those from AThe Lost Decadeso
sentenced and already served a decade or more of their lengthy

sentence. Ask me how | know? Well, because | am one of them fra
AThe Lost Decadeso, trapped I
the laws continue to pass us by.

Dondt get me wrong, | am hap
chance, but my heart cries out for us who are still serving time
without relief. Does anyone hear us trapped for two decades cryin
out as the Israelites cried out to God

How can the Youthful Parole Law only apply to the kids of 2019 a
forward when us kids from 1998019 had the same undeveloped
brain at the time of our offense?
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What makesthe others after 2019 more acceptable? This law
shouldberetroactivefor ALL KIDS whowereunder21 atthetime
of their offenses

| cameto prisonfor murderat the ageof 18. | was sevenmonths
pregnantand had a oneyearold child at the time of my offense
Both of my kids are grown, | missed their birthdays and
graduations| am now a grandmotherand have a chanceto be
presentfor my grandchildrenin a way | nevergot to be with my
own children | believe thereis hope for thosefrom A T hLest
D e ¢ a dMhenwill thelostbefound.

EDITORS NOTE: MishundaBrown-Davis Article that was originally written
for "StatevilleSpeaks(WINTER2023,.
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A Message From "Vinny"

Joseph Naseef
Mt. Sterling

Hello. My name is Joe, but everyone calls'vieny”. | 6 ve h a
pretty cool life up until about 5 years ago since being incarcerated
this Itdegree murder charge. People always, well maybe not alwe
but it seems like mostly people convicted of crimmesdeserving the
sentence they got and write them off. TruthSentencing perpetuates
this stigma! Severe crimes are the eligible ones that receive this
qualification for this hopeless sentencing. However, some fail to re
the act of these choices which led to these severe crimes are the o
who need i ntervention and

Immense amounts of pain and challenges which led us to our choic
Truthrin-Sentencing i s a death sent
room for sefimprovement. It depresses you and, in some cases, l¢
i ndi vi dual St ONEESEA N [
whil e incarcerated since [ heyd
anyway. o0 |l 6ve even had someo
say that 1todés |i ke filom dead
she dipped. People can learn how to be good, just as they learned
criminals. The Constitution states we should be incarcerated until
can be successfully integrated back into society. | know my heart
mind iIis different and | know
transformation as wel | . | t 6s

Fix Us, not Store UH
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Bridge Builder

Ramiro Chavez
lllinois River

The impactheb i | | and what had on me
easily described on paper. | will give it a try, but also | will keep th
victimbés family in mind.

In 2002, | was charged with eight counts of First Degree Murdg
As an 18 year old, it was hard to find out why | had taken a young
manods | i fe. | tried to commi:t
as | sat in darkness at the police station, | was made aware what
done and that crumbled me.

In 2005, | was found guilty of the counts against me after 3 ho
of a bench trial. My lawyer hadlkedto me about it (bench) and
with the lack of knowledge with the law and being still a kid; | was
i n avichmo positi on. sdyinghl was guity
because was. | have always takdull responsibility for my actions
and by Godoés gr ace, | &m her e

| was willing to face justice. The Judge sentenced me to 58 years
prison at 10%. | will be 76 years old upon my release in 2060.
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In 2005 | wassentto Menard,one of the worst prisonsin lllinois
(Nextto Tamms),andasa 21 yearold first time offender,| learneda
lot. The problemwas peoplenevertell you that your family would
haveto drive 6%z hoursto visit you or thatbecausey/our life cameto
a stop that theirs did too, becausat d i d nl éotspeakingto those
who stayedafter hearingthe amountof time peoplelike me face

Mi madre(My mother) has been there since day one. From 2005
2016, she would travel with other family members twice a month.
She did this for 11 years only to see me #@%2 hours. Tell me
that s not | ove.

In 2016, | received a medical transfer to Stateville, for my

mot her 6s ailing medical condi
times and | dondét want L 0O
her . | Witk tell you this; I

have become if It was not for
has a plan and as long as he gives me life, | will keep walking this
journey as painful as it has been.

Last year, | was transferred
understand why. | was working a job while in Stateville, but it mus
have been for the best because | was given a job 2 months after
there. Although | am not getting credit (yet), | am able to do
programs after 21 years of nwdvingthat opportunity.
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Before, they looked at me as if | was never going home, but the
laws are changing.

My heart believeshat my coming home soon down the roado

all my brothers and sisters who were lied to, we have to build brid
to help each other and our families. We can do better. Thanks to
roads for sharing our stories.

My name is Ms. Diaz De Chavez and | am 69 years of age
to say that due to my son imprisonment, my health has be
affected. | understand that he hurt others and he takes full

responsibility for this. | have been on dialysis for the last 6

(when he was transferred) and it would had been great jo

have had my youngest sereto help me. Since iansfer |

have not been able to see him as | would like to.
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He has alwaysbeen very closeto me and showsme that
regardlessf hisstruggleshe haschanged! misshim andpray
for him and all of the parentsthat are strugglinglike | am for

theirchild These. awdMIUSCHANGE!!!
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The Disparities of T.1.S.

Jason Samuels
Hill

My name is Jason Samuels and | am currently in Hill. I am servin
time on a First Degree Murder charge. | was incarcerated in 2008
sentenced to 30 years under the lllinois truth in sentencing
guidelines.

Thoughl am writing in regard to the law, First, | would like to
say, in way am | seeking to down play the seriousness of the cri
nor am | apologetic or nesympathetic to the victims of crimes, or
the family members of the victims of crimes.

Truth-In-sentencing laws weight heavily on me from a
psychological standpoint. Due to the 1998 TIS law which states:
nOffenders of violent crimes must serve 100% of their prison
sentence. 0

Peopldike me that are practically partaking in sk#lp classes,
education courses, and working job det@SNNOT earn time off
of their sentence. But with the gotithe bill that was passed in
20172018 for people under the truit-sentence before the 1998
TIS law and the sentence under 50% were allowlede is an
example of the difference between the two guidelines:
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A personwith asentencef 75 yearsat 50% for murder

(before1998 would be eligible to getgoodtime, which would get
themhomea little after 32 yearsof incarcerationwhereasa person
such as myself, receiving 30 years, would be force to serve the
ENTIRE TIME, withoutthe opportunityto getgoodtime.

Also, being incarceratedfor the last 15 years, and basedon the
rehabilitation| have shown,| am a personthat the prison system
definesasiiwarehoused meaningthatthe systemunderstandshat|

amrehabilitatedandno longerneeddo beimprisonedputyetis kept
in prison It is symbolic to be placedin a box, placedon a shelf,
insideawarehouse

While here,l havecompletedmultiple sel-help coursesgenrolled
in LakelandCollegeandmaintaina 3.625GPA. | havealsoworkedin
multiple positionsand self-publisheda book Thoughl continueto
rehabilitatemyself daily, mentallyit hurtsto know thatno matterthe

good| do, or how well | behavenhoneof it goestowardsmy early
release

| will be 56 yearsold andat this age,| will not be ableto gainthe
necessaryundsto retire, becausd will be in retirementagewithin
10 yearsafter my release However,if they wereto allow goodtime
to me, | couldgetout at 46, thuspotentiallybecomingself-sufficient
Thankyou for allowing me the opportunityto expressmy views on
truth-in-sentencinglaws. Hopefully | have beena help explaining
somedisparitieswith the TIS laws.
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An Essay

On Eradicating and or amending the Trutin-Sentencing

Porche Williams

Vienna

Should inmates displaying exemplary behavior in the lllinois
department of corrections be afforded a fair chance at receiving ©
time?

Restructuring the trutin-sentencing and implementing a good time
systemassessibléo all, can be great for encouraging inmates to be
mindful of their behavior. In respect to that, if an inmate displays
stellar behavior, he or she should be rewarded with good conduct
credits or at least allow them to earn it.

The change in policy can decrease the {agrulated prisons,
detour violence and reunite inmates with their loved ones. In my
personal opinion, with respect to the health and safety concerns ¢
the public, any man or woman who has taken the initiative to refo
themselves should not be prejudiced from good time, solely base
the nature of their offense. We then must ask ourséivésa n a
time system be a great way to naturally encourage inmates to
become mindf ul of their behayv
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With deep conviction, especially regarding inmates, there lies bel
that giving a person something to be enthusiastic about, had po
to replace despair with hope. In this example, one thing to be
excited about is the chance of obtaining freedom, by the way of a
early release. Inmates would be more compelled to avoid trouble
they knew that the reward of early release could be stripped from
them.

Given this scenario, would an inmate show more inclination towa
an early release, or entertain the idea of mischievousness?
Exemplary behavior speaks loud and clear and shows great
character. The effects of such a transformation would not only be
beneficial on an individual level, but would also benefit the
households and communities where the individuals would be
readjusted.

Speaking in terms of economics, imagine former inmates bein
productive members of society and possessing the skills necesse
to produce goods and services, which could in turn remedy the la

force shortages thus adding growth to our country.

With this as a consideration, and the fact that many men that
would not have disciplinary issues and had proven themselves to
just, how could those inmates ever be distinguished and be rewa
if truth-in-sentencing continues to be upheld?
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Will inmates eventually have abandoned optimism and zeal,
knowing that their efforts in school and programs are overlooked
by lawmakers and an administration that touts-discrimination,
fairness, and equality pursuant to the constitution, but never
follows through?

If the gist of good time is to commend or compensate an inmate
for his behavior and rehabilitation, yet it is always based on false
promi ses of future statutonrny
appeal? What better way is there to decrease the prison
overpopulation, detour violence and most importantly, reunite me
and women with their loved ones than by restructuring the-truth
in-sentencing and the good time credits.

Her ebds t h eMabsontarcerationlcauseg lllinois
prison to be overpopulation, with the bulk of the taxpayers mone

IS spent on housing inmates. Restructuring the law would allow &
equal opportunity for those who show good behavior and to
complete programs would steer inmates from fighting, knowing
that any forms of bad behavior would stop them from getting an
early release. By detouring violence, not only do we create a saf
environment for inmates, it also creates a safer environment for

the officers employed in those facilities.
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Children are suffering from having their parent removed from thei
lives due to incarceration and as unfortunate as that is, the long t
psychological effects to the children can be detrimental to their
health and to our society as a whole. The main functions of the
lllinois prison systems is supposed to be in placenew,
rehabilitate and correct the man and women incarcerated,
successfully reuniting them with society and their families/hich
truth-in-sentencing and good time incentives play a vital role.

In conclusion, after reviewing the contents of this document (a
all the others in this newsletter) before you, | respectfully request
that you allow these words to persuade you to explore the vast
potential of a brighter future for many, as a result of restructuring

thetruth-in-sentencing. Furthermore, | implore you to access the
equality and fairness of the system that is currently in place. Is th
prison and justice system designed to permanently oppress those
who have made mistakes in breaking the law, or is designed to ht
revive, rehabilitate and reacclimates citizens back into society?

It is our very nature as humansléarnthrough trial and error.
Rightfully, it is safe to say that every man and woman deserves
another chance to establish a life if they have proven themselves
worthy of that chance to establish a life if they have proven
themselves worthy of that chance though refoffa. the people,
can make this happen toget her
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Everybody's Not Guilty

Antonio Quinn

Hello, my name is Antonio Quinn. First and foremost thank you fo
giving me the opportunity to share my story. | was born Septembe
22, 1983, in Maywood by a beautiful woman named Ruby Black. §
had 5 boys a N o
changed forever.

At about 10:30pm, a shooting occurred on the block | lived on. |,
along with my family and friends went outside to make sure that
things were okay. When we made it out there, three people were ¢
| ran towards one of the victims and asked if he had a phone to ca
911. He handed me his phone and | spoke to the 911 operator. | ¢
her the location and she instructed us to wait until the police arrive
While | waited, | held the victims hand and prayed for him, whom
later died from her injuries.

Once the police arrived, we left and went back inside of the house
t hat point | reali zed that I
gave it to the officer. Three months later | was being charged with
case. | was lost, hurt, confused and searching for answers. | went
trial and was found guilty for a crime that | had nothing to do with
and was sentenced to 60 years in prison.
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Because -loc$SenmtTem¢ethngo 1t does
get back home to your family. My kids are now forced to grow up
without their dad. | remember, when | my daughter 8 years old ancd
acting up in school and they had a parent/teacher conference. Th
teacher asked her AWhat 0s wr o
Daddy! 0. That destroyed me.

If the enhancements that comes with the T.1.S. were not attached
everything went back to the way it was before 1998 (50% vs. 85
100%), | would be coming home to my family. My mom left
everything behind this. She had to refinance her home just to get

money for the lawyer. She is now 71 years old and she needs my
help. My dad i882 and my sistehas himin a nursing home
somewhere he doesndt want ¢t o

We need fair chances to-eater society and the truth-sentencing
eliminates that chance, becaeserybody is not guiltyrhank you.
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F1 nal Wor d

Kevin Gayne

Vienna

On the subject of trutin-sentencing, | can see how it was a good
idea at the time. But times change and new and better ways to
rethink corrections emerge. The godb create a better society
stays the same. So, we have to ask ourselves if truth in sentenci
a better way to reach that goal.

| donodét believe |1t I'SH k no
Pposi t i O NS but | dm tryi
standpoint. Since t e ST a g
that almost nothing can change my MSR (mandatory supervised
release) date. | can fight daily, disrupt the safety of the institution,
and just overall cause chaos.

Or, | can go to school, learn job skill, contemplate my life and
work towards a bright future. Or, | can just eat and watch TV for
twenty-three years. Whatever path | choose, my outdate remains
same.

Only through hard work and contemplation can we chamge
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become productive members of society, which is the best way to

our debt. And just a small incentive to start us on that path goes &
long way. | think most people would agree that they would rather

have a reformed felon moving into their neighborhood rather tha

someone who was stuck in a cage for decades, the let loose.

It is a matter of just a few possible years at the end of a long
sentence. Society is no better off if | or anyone else spends twen
three years inside opposed to twenty. However, if that twenty yea
were spent being contemplating being productive and contributin
society, we may all just be better off. Some people just need that
bit of hope to get started.

Some may do it on their own with no incentive. Some may ne
put in the effort some may only do it for an earlier release date. B
do believe that the overall effect would be positive change for the
majority of individuals who would benefit from the eradication of
truth in sentencing, as well as the communities we will be returni
to.




Apnil, 2023 V.17

Two Roads!| 1wo ROADS

Stories and Service

The
COVID-19
Vaccine

r way back

HERSTORY|




We would like to share your unique story to our confined and no
confined readers concerning how TRIBIBIR IPIRIBSSWIRIE had

on the lives of you, your family and community. If this has impacte
you, we would like to hear your story. In addition, your family anc
friends can then share their stories as they are impacted by the
situations as well. Feel free to have them share their experiences

your incarcerationPlease enc